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Removing Surfactants from Waste Water 


A Naval Research Laboratory scientist, Dr. Ralph C. Little reports that 
the well-known aluminum hydroxide floc method of removing surfactants 
(oils, dirt, detergents) from waste waters can be enhanced by certain additives 
discovered in recent experiments. Such additives promote hydrophobic bond- 
ing of surfactants to the floc surface resulting in the quantitative removal of 
many surfactants from the treated water. 

The application of this technology to shipboard laundry waste, industrial 
waste and others is quite evident, but further work will be required to test his 
laboratory results in the field. 
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